Taxo A bacitracin disks (BBL Microbiology Systems, Cockeysville, Md.) were evaluated as a test for differentiating staphylococci from micrococci in clinical laboratories. All staphylococci tested were resistant to the disks, with no zone of growth inhibition. Zones of growth inhibition ranging from 10.5 to 25.0 mm in diameter were observed with all micrococci except two isolates which failed to grow on the test medium. These findings were confirmed by minimal inhibitory concentrations to bacitracin. Staphylococci had minimal inhibitory concentrations significantly higher than those of micrococci, with no overlap in the ranges of values.
In recent years there has been an increasing number of reports of infections caused by coagulase-negative staphylococci (1, 5, 7, 8, 11, 13, 15) . Thus, in clinical laboratories, it has become more important to accurately differentiate staphylococci from nonpathogenic micrococci.
Numerous methods of differentiating the genera have been proposed (2, 3, 6, 14, 16) . Currently recommended methods include resistance to lysostaphin, anaerobic acid production from glucose, growth on Furoxone-Tween 80-oil red 0 agar, and aerobic acid production from glycerol in the presence of erythromycin. Many of these procedures require special media or may take several days to be easily interpreted. Antibiotic sensitivity using erythromycin (14) has previously been proposed as a differential test. This study presents a new, simple antibiotic sensitivity method of separating staphylococci from micrococci by using a reagent commonly available in clinical laboratories.
A total of 226 catalase-positive, gram-positive cocci were tested ( 
